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HIGHLIGHTS                                                                                                     
Market Access for refugee made products 

 UNHCR secured the opportunity for refugees to access to product market at the UN Gift Shop 
situated at the UN complex in Gigiri - Nairobi. Following a meeting between UNHCR Livelihoods 
team and the UNON administration, the refugee Gambella beads group will be allowed to 
provide beads products for display at the shop outlet next to the UN Commissary. This is an 
additional market outlet opportunity for the Gambella group (comprising of more than 30 
refugee women) in Ifo camp, who already have access to the international market through the 
Ethical Fashion initiative. 

Garissa Area Advisory Council meeting on Child Protection 

 On 5th April, the Area Advisory Council (AAC) meeting held at the Garissa County Commissioner’s 
office with UNHCR and Child Protection stakeholders. The aim was to discuss civil registration of 
children during birth and operationalization of the Child Protection unit at the police station 
which was completed but is yet to be launched since gaps had been noted in the registration 
process. A taskforce to be chaired by the Assistant County Commissioner was formed to look into 
the registration gaps and draw actionable points. The Child Protection facility shall be used to 
accommodate minors and children of arrested persons including refugee children. 

Resettlement 

 During the first half of April, a total of 17 cases comprising of 68 individuals underwent 
resettlement case composition interviews. 54 cases comprising of 169 individuals were 
interviewed and assessed for possible submission to various resettlement countries.  

 24 cases comprising of 84 individuals were submitted to UNHCR Branch Office Nairobi for 
onward resettlement to the United States of America. Since 1st January 2016, 642 individuals 
have been submitted to resettlement (including new born babies added on to cases already in 
the pipeline) countries. 

 A total of 10 individuals are confirmed to have departed Nairobi for onward resettlement to the 
United States of America and Canada. Since 1st January 2016, 385 individuals have departed to 
resettlement countries. 

  A total of 66 movement passes were prepared and issued for individuals departing Dadaab for 
onward resettlement countries. 38 movement passes were prepared and issued for 110 
individuals being moved to Nairobi for Sweden adjudication interviews.  

 Six cases (medical referrals) were referred for deliberation at the protection-referral panel and all 
were approved for further resettlement processing. Resettlement case status feedback and 
counselling was provided for 120 individuals in camps. 

Population as of 1st April 2016:   344,648 

                                Refugees:  341,615 
                               Asylum seekers:  3,033 
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Ration card exchange process in Dagahaley camp of Dadaab. 

UPDATES                                                                                                      
 Protection  

 Four Police Officers from Dadaab were awarded by Independent Policing Oversight Authority (IPOA) for their 
outstanding performance. The officer in charge of Ifo Camp Police Station was awarded as the third best (second 
runners up) in the entire country for his service delivery particularly to refugees and the host community in Ifo 
camp. He was awarded with a Bronze Medal, a trophy and a certificate. Three other officers, 1 from Dadaab and 2 
from Dagahaley camp were also given individual awards for their outstanding service to refugees and host 
communities in their respective areas. All the four officers work closely with UNHCR in Protection and Security team 
in Dadaab 

 On the 13th April, UNHCR held a meeting with 25 Imams from Ifo and Ifo 2 camps. Representatives from protection 
partners DRA, RCK, DRC, KRCS and the judiciary also attended the meeting. The meeting was convened to discuss 
among other issues; child and forced marriages, Female Genital Mutilation and Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Methods (Maslaha system). It was agreed that the forum will be part of the monthly calendar and emphasis was laid 
on continued sensitization and awareness campaign for all stakeholders in the camps while specifically targeting 
women. Furthermore, it was agreed that the religious leaders would assist in providing names of persons involved in 
the Maslaha process, once the membership of Maslaha is determined, UNHCR will hold a series of long term 
discussions with them. 

Refugee Status Determination (RSD) 

 During the reporting period, 28 cases were scheduled for RSD interviews whereby 16 cases showed and were 
interviewed, seven were rescheduled and five were no shows. UNHCR also received 18 cases from Technical 
Advisory Committee of the Government of Kenya consisting of 31 individuals who were recognized by the 
Commissioner of Refugee Affairs. 

 UNHCR and DRA jointly commenced drafting ‘Needs Assessment’, particularly on the infrastructure of RSD 
processing space in five camp locations and required DRA staffing, to ensure that the DRA fully assumes the role of 
RSD processing.  

 During the reporting period, a new UNHCR RSD Officer and an Associate RSD Officer joined the Dadaab operation to 
assist the RSD Handover to the DRA in Dadaab. 

Registration 

 73 new arrivals identified as vulnerable refugees by 
Protection, were registered in UNHCR database after 
presenting DRA Referral slips.  

 A total of 384 babies were registered during this period, 74 
of whom being assigned in situ birth status. 

 On 14th April, a taskforce meeting was held with partners in 
connection with the preparedness of the upcoming 
verification exercise which was planned to start on 16th May 
2016. The participants discussed the verification process 
flow/layout, data set to be collected or updated, staffing 
involved, roles and responsibilities of the stakeholders. 

Child Protection 

 The Dadaab Inter Agency Best Interests Determination (BID) Panel meeting was held on 4th April where ten cases of 
children in need of care arrangements, consideration for durable solutions and interventions for children facing 
diverse protection risks were discussed. The presentations were compiled and presented by Save the Children 
International with the participation of CARE International, TdH, RCK, LWF and UNHCR. 
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A student from Hagadera refugee camp 

Food distributions in Dadaab camps. 

 Education 

 Horseed Primary school received a donation of 3,000 notebooks and 3,000 pens from Coca- Cola Chief Executive 
Officer after some students participated in motivational talk organized by Coca- Cola. UNHCR education and 
innovations team, Vodafone foundation representative and IRK representative attended the ceremony. 

 A team of thee staff from UNHCR Innovations and Regional Service Centre Communication’s sector was in Dadaab 
to film Malala’s leadership lessons and other education activities. The team visited Waberi Secondary school where 
they interviewed students and filmed Instant Network classroom in session. They also filmed Coca-Cola donations 
ceremony. 

 Results for 348 candidates from Hagadera secondary were cancelled by the Kenya National Examination Council 
(KNEC) for what the exams council termed as examination collusion or cheating.  The students have been allowed to 
repeat class 8 in order to get an opportunity to reseat the exam following UNHCR Education unit intervention with 
the Ministry of Education and the National Examination Council. UNHCR supported the payment of their registration 
fee to KNEC.  

 Windle Trust Kenya (WTK) through DFID and BPRM funding under the Kenya Equity in Education (KEEP) Program is 
offering remedial studies to the girls during the April school holiday. This is aimed at improving their attendance and 
performance in school.  

 A team of six medical and Educationists Professors and Doctors from the University of Geneva medical school were 
in Dadaab from 11th to 13th April, to map out the training needs for health sector. They intend to use the Education 
Unit In Zone infrastructure that currently provide 
digital course for the community interpreters. The 
team met various sectors including Education, 
Health and visited various health institutions and 
Borderless Higher Education for the refugees 
(BHER) campus in Dadaab to discuss the approach 
and the methodology to be used in delivering the 
short courses.   

 Borderless Higher Education for the refugees 
(BHER) April classes are in session. Lecturers from 
the York University, University of British 
Colombia, Kenyatta and Moi University are on 
ground providing teacher training to Elementary, 
Diploma in Primary education and Diploma in 
Secondary education for refugee and host 
community teachers. 

   Food Security and Nutrition 

 IRC conducted a sensitization meeting in Dadaab on the 
Breast Milk Substitutes Act of 2012 for nutrition partners, 
including IRK, KRCS and MSF. The objective was to sensitize 
partners on the provisions of the act and its application in 
terms of promoting, protecting and supporting 
breastfeeding. The Act seeks to prevent the advertisement 
and promotion of breast milk substitutes, among other key 
provisions. 

 The general food distribution for the month of April was 
commenced on 29th March. It was completed successfully 
across all the five camps by 7th April with no major incident 
reported. 
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 Health 

 The national round of Polio vaccination campaign was 
conducted successfully on 9th to 13th April across all five 
camps with the administrative coverage over 95%.  

 The team of epidemiologists from CDC visited Dadaab 
camps from 4th to 13th April in order to investigate and 
analyse the cases of suspected meningitis. So far 37 
cases detected in Dadaab from the beginning of 2016.  

 The team of InZone University of Geneva visited Dadaab 
from 11th to 13th April with the baseline assessment to 
establish the capacity building of the refugees working in 
the health sector within the voluntary repatriation 
program.  

 Due to high Measles Rubella (MR) burden in the country 
with the five positive detected cases detected among the 
new comers in Dagahaley and Ifo 2 camps and following an 
advisory opinion from Kenya National Immunization Technical Advisory Group (KENITAG), the Ministry of Health 
plans to introduce MR vaccination into routine immunization. This will be preceded by MR catch up campaign from 
16th to 24th May 2016, targeting children between 9 months to 14 years. The Community Health Managers from 
each partner agency started the preparations for the measles Mop up Campaign after attending the meeting in 
Garissa on 6th April on the same topic.   

 UNHCR together with its partner agencies continue responding to the Cholera outbreak in Dadaab thought the 
outbreak response team. As of 15th April, the outbreak has affected 1,730 people and resulted into the loss of life 
for 14 people. 

  Community Empowerment and Self-Reliance 

 The monthly livelihoods interagency co-ordination meeting was held on Wednesday the 13th April 2016. Separately, 
two other camp based coordination meetings were conducted at the camp level. The forums provided an 
opportunity for sharing updates on livelihood activities by different agencies. UNHCR livelihood partners proposed 
and agreed on the need for involvement of traders (through traders’ committees) in the ongoing UNICEF led 
trainings on cholera prevention, thus ensuring involvement of stakeholders from all sectors in the prevention 
mechanisms. 

 As part of promoting community mobilisation and empowerment, UNHCR through DRC supported mobilisation and 
training of 32 new groups, consisting of 412 (93 male, 319 female) Persons of Concern, using the village savings and 
loans (VSLA) methodology. Following the support, the groups managed to mobilise financial saving portfolio of up-
to Kshs. 55,750 and a social fund totalling Kshs. 6,800. The initiative continues to enhance the opportunity for access 
to business start-up support by refugees, as members of the groups have the opportunity to borrow, from thee 
savings for respective entrepreneurial ventures.  

 UNHCR, through DRC, has supported a total 30 beneficiaries to engage in an agricultural greenhouse project in 
Dagahaley camp. During the reporting period, beneficiaries undertook preparation activities in readiness for 
planting. The group has been supported to enrol as vegetable vendor in the WFP supported ‘bamba chakula’ 
voucher project. 
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A vaccination campaign in Hagadera camp of Dadaab. 
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Contacts:  

UNHCR Dadaab External Relations Unit, kendapi@unhcr.org  facebook.com/unhcrkenya           

twitter.com/UNHCR_Kenya         

twitter.com/AhmedBaba_Fall 
Web portal on Somali Displacement:  

http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php    
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